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QUICK FACTS

Name of School:

Western Michigan University

City/Zip: Kalamazoo, Mich. 49008-5406
Founded: 1903
Enroliment: 24,576
Nickname: Broncos
School Colors: Brown & Gold
Home Arena: University Arena
Capacity: 5,421
Affiliation: NCAA Division |
Conference: Mid-American (West Division)
President: Dr. John M. Dunn (Northern lllinois, ‘67)

Athletics Director:

Kathy Beauregard (Hope, ‘79)

Basketball AD;

Faculty Athletics Representative:........coeuvne.

Athletic Dept. Phone:

.............. Fred Sitkins (Western Michigan, ‘569

Dave Corstange (Western Michigan, ‘73)
)

(269) 387-3120

BASKETBALL INFORMATION

Head Coach: Steve Hawkins (South Alabama, ‘87)
Record at WMU (Yrs): 106-84 (6 seasons)
Career Record (Yrs): 243-195 (15 seasons)
Best time to reach coach: Arrange with SID

Assistant Coaches:

Bacari Alexander (Detroit, ‘99

Clayton Bates (Florida, ‘95

Director of Basketball Operations
Strength & Conditioning Coach:
Athletic Trainer:

Michael Murray (Western Michigan, ‘08
Tim Herrmann (Western Michigan, ‘00

)

)

Rick Carter (Michigan State, ‘02)
)

)

Kevin Lehmann (Charlotte, ‘01)

Media Relations Contact:

Matt Holmes (Indianapolis, ‘02)

Basketball Office Phone: (269) 387-3608
2008-09 Overall Record (H/A/N): 10-21(7-7/3-9/0-5)
2008-09 Conference Record (H/A): 7-9 (5-3/2-6)
Conference Finish: T-1st MAC West
Conference Tourney Finish: 0-1/Lost in First Round
Letterwinners R/L: 6/5
Starters (started at least 50% of games played) R/L: 3/3
Newcomers: 7
BASKETBALL HISTORY

First year of basketball: 1913-14
Overall all-time record: 1,162-1,049 (.526-96 years)
All-Time MAC Record: 410-482 (.460-62 years)
MAC Tournament record: 14-25 (24 appearances)
MAC Tournament championships: 1(2004)
MAC Regular Season Titles: 5 (1952, 1976, 1981, 1998, 2004)
MAC West Titles: 5 (1998, 2004, 2005, 2008, 2009)

Yrs. in NCAA Tournament/Record:
Yrs. in Postseason NIT:

3 (1976, 1998, 2004)/2-3
3(1992, 2003, 2005)/2-3

MEDIA RELATIONS

Assistant Athletics Director-Marketing, Publicity & Licensing:

Bob D'Amelio

Director: Mat Kanan
Associate Director/MBB Contact: Matt Holmes
Office Phone: 269-387-3168
Cell Phone: 269-998-1638
Fax: 269-387-4139
Email: matt.holmes@wmich.edu

Nov. 7
Nov. 11
Nov. 15
Nov. 18
Nov. 23
Nov. 28
Dec.1
Dec. 9
Dec. 13
Dec. 19
Dec. 22-25
Dec. 22
Dec. 23
Dec. 25
Jan. 3
Jan. 5
Jan.9
Jan. 13
Jan. 16
Jan. 20
Jan. 23
Jan. 27
Jan. 30
Feb. 1
Feb. 4
Feb. 6
Feb.9
Feb. 14
Feb. 17
Feb. 20
Feb. 24
Feb. 27
Mar. 4
March 7-13

2009-10 SCHEDULE
KALAMAZOO COLLEGE ®*  Kalamazoo, Mich.
SPRING ARBOR &4 Kalamazoo, Mich.
at Detroit Detroit, Mich.
VCcu Kalamazoo, Mich.
at Loyola (IIl.) Chicago, IIl.

HOLY CROSS Kalamazoo, Mich.
TEMPLE Kalamazoo, Mich.

at Eastern lllinois
at lllinois

KENNESAW STATE

Charleston, lll.
Urbana, Ill.

Kalamazoo, Mich.

Hawaiian Airlines Diamond Head Classic

usc
Northeastern/St. Mary’s

Honolulu, Hawai'i

SMU/UNLV/Charleston/Hawai'i

SAM HOUSTON STATE
MICHIGAN-DEARBORN
EASTERN MICHIGAN *
at Northern lllinois *
CENTRAL MICHIGAN *
at Ball State

TOLEDO *

AKRON *

at Kent State *

at Buffalo *

MIAMI *

BOWLING GREEN *

at Ohio *

at Eastern Michigan *
NORTHERN ILLINOIS *
at ESPNU BracketBusters
at Toledo *

at Central Michigan *
BALL STATE *

MAC Tournament

Kalamazoo, Mich.
Kalamazoo, Mich.
Kalamazoo, Mich.
DeKalb, III.
Kalamazoo, Mich.
Muncie, Ind.
Kalamazoo, Mich.
Kalamazoo, Mich.
Kent, Ohio
Buffalo, N.Y.
Kalamazoo, Mich.
Kalamazoo, Mich.
Athens, Ohio
Ypsilanti, Mich.
Kalamazoo, Mich.
TBA

Toledo, Ohio

Mt. Pleasant, Mich.

Kalamazoo, Mich.

2 p.m.
7p.m.
3 p.m.
7p.m.
8 p.m.
2 p.m.
7p.m.
8:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m.

4 p.m.

5p.m.
3/5p.m.
TBA

2 p.m.
7p.m.
4 p.m.
8 p.m.
2 p.m.
7 p.m.
2 p.m.
7p.m.
2 p.m.
7p.m.
7p.m.
2 p.m.
7 p.m.
2 p.m.
7p.m.
TBA

7 p.m.
7 p.m.
7p.m.

Campus Sites/Cleveland, Ohio

Home games in BOLD and played in University Arena

tournaments in italics

* indicates Mid-American Conference game

All times ET and subject to change
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No. Name Pos. Ht.
Demetrius Ward G 6-3
Martelle McLemore G/F 6-5
Mike Douglas G 6-0
10 Brandon Pokley G 6-4
11 Nate Hutcheson F 6-7
12 Ed Thomas G 59
15 Alex Wolf G 6-0
21 Shayne Whittington C 6-10
22 Austin Harper G 6-2
23 David Kool G 6-3
24 Donald Lawson C 6-10
25 David Brown G 6-3
32 Muhammed Conteh F/C 6-7
33 Flenard Whitfield F 6-7
52 Nick Stapert C 6-8
No. Name Pos. Ht.
25 David Brown G 6-3
32 Muhammed Conteh F/C 6-7
5 Mike Douglas G 6-0
22 Austin Harper G 6-2
11 Nate Hutcheson F 6-7
23 David Kool G 6-3
24 Donald Lawson C 6-10
3 Martelle McLemore G/F 6-5
10 Brandon Pokley G 6-4
52 Nick Stapert C 6-8
12 Ed Thomas G 59
1 Demetrius Ward G 6-3
33 Flenard Whitfield F 6-7
21 Shayne Whittington C 6-10
15 Alex Wolf G 6-0
Head Coach:
Assistants:

Numerical Roster

Wt. Yr.
212 So.
208 Sr.
175 So.
182 Fr.
210 Fr.
159 So.
198 .
220 Fr.
181 Fr.
208 Sr.
245 Sr.
208 Fr.
238 So.
230 So.
237 Fr.

Alphabetical Roster

Wt. Yr.
208 Fr.
238 So.
175 So.
181 Fr.
210 Fr.
208 Sr.
245 Sr.
208 Sr.
182 Fr.
237 Fr.
159 So.
212 So.
230 So.
220 Fr.
198 Jr.

Steve Hawkins (7th year at WMU/16th as a head coach)
Bacari Alexander (2nd year)

Clayton Bates (9th year)
Rick Carter (2nd year)

Director of Operations:
Athletic Trainer:
Strength & Conditioning Coach:

Michael Murray (2nd year)
Kevin Lehmann (2nd year)
Tim Herrmann (10th year)

By Height

59 Ed Thomas
6-0 Mike Douglas, Alex Wolf
6-2 Austin Harper
6-3 David Brown, David Kool, Demetrius Ward
6-4 Brandon Pokley
6-5 Martelle McLemore
6-7 Muhammed Conteh, Nate Hutcheson
Flenard Whitfield

6-8 Nick Stapert
6-10 Donald Lawson, Shayne Whittington

Pronunciation Guide

Muhammed Conteh CON-tay
Brandon Pokley POKE-lee
Nick Stapert stay-PERT
Flenard Whitfield FLUH-nard

By Year
Fr. David Brown, Austin Harper, Nate Hutcheson
Brandon Pokley, Nick Stapert, Shayne Whittington
So. Muhammed Conteh, Mike Douglas
Ed Thomas, Demetrius Ward, Flenard Whitfield
. Alex Wolf

Sr. David Kool, Donald Lawson, Martelle McLemore

By State
lllinois David Brown, Donald Lawson
Indiana Muhammed Conteh
lowa Nate Hutcheson
Michigan Mike Douglas, Austin Harper, David Kool

Martelle McLemore, Brandon Pokley, Nick Stapert
Ed Thomas, Demetrius Ward, Flenard Whitfield
Shayne Whittington, Alex Wolf

Hometown (High School/Last School)
Detroit, Mich. (Pershing)

Detroit, Mich. (Consortium Prep)

Detroit, Mich. (Finney)

Clarkston, Mich. (Clarkston)

Marion, lowa (Linn-Mar)

Lansing, Mich. (Everett/Rockford College)
Parchment, Mich. (Parchment)

Paw Paw, Mich. (Lawrence)

Grand Haven, Mich. (Grand Haven)
Grand Rapids, Mich. (South Christian)
Chicago, Ill. (Leo)

Roscoe, Ill. (Hononegah)
Bloomington, Ind. (Providence School [Fla.])
Detroit, Mich. (Martin Luther King)
Gobles, Mich. (Gobles)

Hometown (High School/Last School)
Roscoe, Ill. (Hononegah)
Bloomington, Ind. (Providence School [Fla.])
Detroit, Mich. (Finney)

Grand Haven, Mich. (Grand Haven)
Marion, lowa (Linn-Mar)

Grand Rapids, Mich. (South Christian)
Chicago, Ill. (Leo)

Detroit, Mich. (Consortium Prep)
Clarkston, Mich. (Clarkston)
Gobles, Mich. (Gobles)

Lansing, Mich. (Everett/Rockford College)
Detroit, Mich. (Pershing)
Detroit, Mich. (Martin Luther King)
Paw Paw, Mich. (Lawrence)
Parchment, Mich. (Parchment)
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Coming off their second consecutive Mid-American
Conference West championship and the fourth in head
coach Steve Hawkins’ six-year tenure, the Broncos hope to
reload with a young roster and go for three in a row at the
top of the division. The Broncos accomplished all of that,
in spite of a season filled with youth, injuries and off-court
issues.

The Broncos return a talented cast of six letterwinners,
including three starters in Academic All-America guard
David Kool, MAC All-Freshman Team forward Flenard
Whitfield and senior center Donald Lawson. The Broncos
will mesh those returners with five highly-touted freshmen.

“I'm looking at last year as the source of optimism
for this year,” Hawkins said. “Last year, any extenuating
circumstance we could have happened. Murphy's Law
took over and we still found a way to win a share of the
MAC West title. We had numerous deaths and ilinesses to
players’ family and friends. We had injuries to our big guys.
We had a coaching staff where the senior staff member
had only one full year of experience in our program. While
all this took place, we lost 13 games by three possessions
or less and six games by just one possession. Not to
mention how many freshmen we had on the team.

“This year, we're still very young with nine of our 12
scholarship players being freshmen or sophomores,
but the sophomores will take the floor with experience
because of how much they had to play last season. This
freshman group has brought a lot of energy to the program
and they are good.

“With everything that could possibly go wrong last
season, we still scratched and clawed our way to our
second MAC West title in a row and the fourth in the last six
seasons. That means there is great reason for optimism
this season.”

No MAC West team has been as consistently successful
as the Broncos as last season was the eighth consecutive
year for WMU to finish in the top three in the division.

The Broncos will take that winning mentality, the top
scorer in the MAC and a talented cast of youngsters into
2009-10 looking to maintain its perch looking down at the
rest of the division.

BACKCOURT (9)

No. Name HT WT YR
1 Demetrius Ward 6-3 208 So.

Martelle McLemore 6-5 205 Sr.
5 Mike Douglas 6-0 177 So.
10 Brandon Pokley 6-4 176 Fr.
12 Ed Thomas 5-9 153 So.
15 Alex Wolf 6-0 198 r.
22 Austin Harper 6-2 176 Fr.
23 David Kool 6-3 213 Sr.
25 David Brown 6-3 213 Fr.

Discussion of the Broncos’ backcourt begins with
senior standout Kool. Kool led the MAC with 17.9 points
per game last season, 18.7 points per game in conference
play, to become the first WMU player to lead the league in
scoring since Booker James in 1987. Kool also continued
his clutch play at the free throw line by finishing sixth in the
country with an 89.4 percent conversion rate.

Kool's been even better at the end of games. Last
season, he was 39-0f-40 from the line in the final two
minutes of games and overtime. For his career, Kool
is 102-0f-109 (.936) in late-game situations. Kool also
continues to be the go-to guy for WMU at the end of games.
He ended the season with a tying jumper against Ball State
that led to an overtime victory and the MAC West title in
March.

“It would be tough to look at his stats and say that
David is not one of the all-time best at Western Michigan,”
Hawkins said. “I think that he is, especially when
you consider last year he was the sole focus of every
opponent’s scouting report and still led the league in
scoring. That's a tremendous accomplishment.

“From a skills standpoint, he may not be as good as
some in the past, but the one thing that | would put David
up against anybody in our program or any program is
wanting the ball at the end of the game. You can't look
at statistics when it comes to that. Having somebody that
really wants the basketball at the end of the game and can
get you a legitimate shot with a chance to go in, is one of
the things he has done as well as anybody.”

Three reserve letterwinners from a season ago return
with the possibility of increased playing time this season
in senior Martelle McLemore and sophomores Demetrius
Ward and Mike Douglas.

McLemore was the Broncos top three-point marksman
last season at .364 on his way to a career-high 20 three-
pointers, 3.6 points and 2.8 rebounds per game.

“Martelle has been a back-up for the last three seasons,
but now is his time to shine,” Hawkins said. “He has all of
the necessary tools. He's long, shoots the ball well and has
a knack for offensive rebounding. More importantly, we've
seen a major change in how confident he is after a good
summer.”

Ward averaged 2.2 points and 1.7 rebounds per game
after playing in all 31 games last season. Ward also
finished third on the team with 17 steals for the Brown &
Gold. After playing primarily on the wing last season, Ward
could push for time at point guard for the Broncos this
season.

Douglas played in 17 games as a freshman on his way
to a positive assist-to-turnover ratio of 14:8, while also
connecting on 4-0f-9 from long distance.

“He understands everything that we are trying to do
on offense and we've made some offensive changes that

cater to his skill set. | think he has also really worked on
becoming more consistent from the outside,” Hawkins
commented.

WMU also returns junior point guard Alex Wolf in his
fourth season in the program. Wolf has continued to
improve each year in the program and could push for
increased playing time as an upperclassman.

“Alex has an unbelievable attitude and is a Bronco
through and through. He has played himself into the mix at
point guard and I'm confident putting him into the game,”
Hawkins said.

In addition to the holdovers, the Broncos welcome a trio
of highly-touted freshmen in David Brown, Austin Harper
and Brandon Pokley.

Brown was a prolific scorer in high school and two-time
league MVP after leading Hononegah to 54 wins over his
last two seasons.

“David has everything that he needs to be on the
playing floor,” Hawkins said. “He’s an excellent shooter,
which we need, and he handles the ball well after playing
a lot of point guard in high school. He is a strong, physical
body that can handle the rigors of college basketball.”

Harper was a two-time all-state selection after
averaging 16.8 points, 6.0 rebounds, 4.8 assists and 2.0
steals per game for Grand Haven (Mich.) High School as a
senior.

“Austin is a talented, athletic point guard,” Hawkins
said. “He can get to the rim and finish. He sees the floor
well and is very clever with the ball.”

Pokley is a prolific three-point shooter that helped
lead Clarkston (Mich.) High School to the state final four
in Michigan’s largest class. Pokley averaged 21 points
and five rebounds, while hitting 40 percent of his three-
pointers, including 4-of-6 trifectas in the state semifinals.

“Pokley is the best shooter on the team and it's not
close,” Hawkins explained “He’s in the gym every day
putting up a ridiculous amount of shots, therefore every
time he catches the ball he’s ready to put it up and doesn’t
need a lot of space or time. He's in the equation to get
on the floor, because three-point shooting was a weakness
last season and he definitely improves it and can open
things up for other players just by the threat he presents
as a three-point shooter.”

FRONTCOURT (6)

No. Name HT WT YR
11  Nate Hutcheson 6-7 206 Fr.
21 Shayne Whittington ~ 6-10 210 Fr.
24 Donald Lawson 6-10 243 Sr.
32  Muhammed Conteh  6-7 232 So.
33 Flenard Whitfield 6-7 222 So.
52  Nick Stapert 6-8 230 Fr.

The Broncos are led in the frontcourt by two returning
starters in senior center Donald Lawson and sophomore
forward Flenard Whitfield. WMU also returns sophomore
center Muhammed Conteh and a trio of freshmen in Nate
Hutcheson, Shayne Whittington and Nick Stapert.

Whitfield was named to the All-MAC Freshman Team
after starting in 23-0f-31 games on his way to averaging
5.5 points and 4.1 rebounds per game. Whitfield was third
on the team with 69 free throw attempts and converted on
46.8 percent of his field goals.

We need him to continue the natural progression
from freshman to sophomore,” Hawkins said. “This year,



he is the experienced guy at the ‘4’ spot and will have to
play more like an upperclassman, because he’s the only
experienced guy in that position and he’s going to see a lot
of time on the court.”

Lawson averaged 5.4 points, 5.5 rebounds and 0.95
blocks per game in 22 games for the Brown & Gold.
Lawson was coming on with back-to-back 11-rebound
efforts in the final two non-conference games before being
forced to miss nine games with health concerns. Lawson
rebounded with eight points and six rebounds in his first
game back against Ohio as WMU went on to win the MAC
West.

“We need him to stay healthy and have a big senior
year,” Hawkins said. “He never regained the form he had in
the middle of the season after coming back. He's capable
of it, but he’s yet to do it. We need him to be a scoring
threat inside as our only upperclass big and then we need
him to play well defensively and rebound the ball.”

Conteh saw limited time for the Broncos as a freshman
with seven points and 13 rebounds, six offensive, in 12
games for the Broncos.

“Mo always gives great effort, but needs to continue to
improve his understanding of the geometry of the game,”
Hawkins said. “l wouldn't hesitate to put him into the game
as an enforcer. He's going to be physical, rebound the
ball and defend the post, but we need him to continue to
refine his offensive game to become a more well-rounded
player.”

Hutcheson could step into the lineup from day one after
a prolific high school career at lowa state power Linn-Mar.
He helped the Lions to three-straight top three finishes
in the state, including a state championship in 2007
and runner-up finish in 2009. Last season, Hutcheson
averaged 16.4 points, 5.5 rebounds, 2.7 assists and 1.2
steals on his way to all-state honors.

“Nate’s going to be on the floor and get a lot of playing

time early. He runs and jumps better than anybody else
on the team and he can knock down the open three-
pointer, has effective back-to-the-basket skills because
of his leaping ability and he’s comfortable facing up
slower players,” Hawkins said. “He’s the ideal ‘4" in the
MAC because he's an inside-outside threat depending on
matchups.”

Whittington was a late bloomer that didn't letter until
his junior year of high school. He made up for lost time
by leading Lawrence (Mich.) High School to a 47-4 record
and back-to-back trips to the MHSAA Class D State Finals.
Whittington was tabbed as the top player in Class D as
a senior after posting 17.2 points, 12.1 rebounds, 4.0
blocks, 3.0 steals and 2.0 assists per game.

“I can’t be more excited about a big guy in our program,”
Hawkins said. “He picks up on things quick, which will
really serve him well as he continues to develop and get
stronger.”

Stapert is a walk-on that appeared on the Broncos’
radar after battling Whittington during the high school
season. A native of Gobles, Mich., Stapert averaged 14.7
points and 10 rebounds per game as a senior and tied a
school record with 70 blocked shots.

“I'm hoping Nick can do what Alex has done at the
guard spot and become a quality member of this program,”
Hawkins said. “Nick really battles and doesn’t back down.
Because of how hard he works and how conscientious he
is, Nick has a chance to work himself into the equation
down the road if he dedicates himself.”

SCHEDULE

The two-time defending MAC West champions have
another challenging non-conference slate to prepare for
the always rugged trek through the MAC.

“I think this schedule will give us a lot of preparation for
MAC play,” Hawkins said. “The one thing that is interesting
about this schedule is for the first time since I've been
here, we have more home games than true road games,
which I'm happy about. Overall, this is the best group
of teams to visit University Arena in my 10 seasons at
Western Michigan.

“At first glance, (the schedule) appears to be a little bit
more balanced than in the past, but you just don’t know.
You can schedule with the best of intentions, yet it may end
up being a tougher schedule than you originally thought or
it may be a weaker schedule. We won’t know until the end
of the year and look back.”

This season’s home schedule is highlighted by six
games against outstanding competition that includes two
2009 NCAA Tournament teams in VCU on Nov. 18 and
Temple on Dec. 1 and two other perennial conference
championship contenders in Holy Cross on Nov. 28 and
Sam Houston State on Jan. 3.

The away portion of the schedule is highlighted by the
inaugural Diamond Head Classic in Honolulu from Dec. 22-
25 that features an opening matchup against USC and a
second matchup against either St. Mary’s or Northeastern.
UNLV, SMU, Hawai'i and College of Charleston are on the
other side of the bracket in the ESPN-sponsored event.
USC, UNLV, Saint Mary's, College of Charleston and
Northeastern all reached the postseason in 2009.

The Broncos will also play at 2009 NCAA Tournament
team lllinois on Dec. 13 in the start of a home-and-home
series that will see the lllini return to Kalamazoo in 2010-
11.

“(Playing the Illini) will give our kids a chance to go
into a big-time atmosphere and play in front of a very
enthusiastic crowd,” Hawkins said. “It will be a lot of fun. It
could also give us a frame of reference to draw from when
we do play in some tough gyms in the MAC.”

For the first time since the 1999-2000 season, the
Broncos will open with in-state rival Detroit on Nov. 15.
WMU has won two meetings in a row for the first time
since 1974-75 and will be looking for back-to-back wins at
Detroit for the first time since 1966 and 1968.

The Broncos have back-to-back home games against
Holy Cross and Temple on Nov. 28 and Dec. 1. The
Crusaders went 18-14 last season on the way to a second
place finish in the Patriot League and a berth in the Patriot
League Tournament championship game. The Owls went
22-12 and won the Atlantic 10 Tournament for the second
season in a row before falling to Arizona State in the first
round of the NCAA Tournament.

The Broncos will begin MAC play at home against in-
state rival Eastern Michigan on Jan. 9 before heading on
the road to play Northern lllinois on Jan. 13.

Western Michigan will host in-state rival Central
Michigan on Jan. 16 and return the trip north on Feb. 27.

In its crossover games against the MAC East, WMU
will host 2009 MAC Tournament champion Akron on Jan.
27, Miami on Feb. 4 and 2009 MAC co-champion Bowling
Green on Feb. 6. The Broncos will travel to Kent State on
Jan. 30, MAC co-champion Buffalo on Feb. 1 and Ohio on
Feb. 9.

The MAC season ends at home on March 4 versus
Ball State to complete a stretch of five road games in the
final seven contests of the season, which includes a road
ESPNU BracketBusters contest.

“We're really excited about tackling the challenges
presented by this season’s MAC schedule,” Hawkins said.
“I believe the MAC West will be much improved with teams
getting older and returning their injured players from
last season. All of that should make for a very exciting
campaign.”

The season concludes with the MAC Tournament
beginning on March 7 at campus sites and moving to
Cleveland’s Quicken Loans Arena for the final three rounds
from March 11-13.
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